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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: PFOR, TS, LY 

SUBJECT: MASMOUDI INTERVIEW 

JANUARY 15 LE EIGARO CARRIES THE FOLLOWING TELEPHONIC 
INTERVIEW WITH FORMER TUNISIAN FOREIGN MINISTER MASMOUDI: 

Q. HAS BOURGUIBA CHANGED HIS MIND? 

A. I HOPE EOR HIM, HIS PRESTIGE AND HIS SIGNATURE THAT 
HE HAS NOT. WHEN HE RECEIVED ME THIS MORNING TO ASK FOR MY 
RESIGNATION, I TOLD HIM THAT THE ESSENTIAL THING WAS TO HONOR 
HIS COMMITMENTS. 

Q. YOU ARE THE ARTISAN OF THIS FUSION WITH LIBYA... 

A. THE CHOICE WAS BETWEEN LIBYA AND ALGERIA. THE PRESIDENT 
CHOSE LIBYA FOR THIS PILOT UNION. WITH ALGERIA IT WOULD 
HAVE BEEN THE SAME THING. 

Q. WHEN WILL THE REFERENDUM TAKE PLACE? 

A. I AM NO LONGER IN THE GOVERNMENT. BUT THIS MORNING 
PRESIDENT BOURGUIBA HAS A TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH COL. 
QADHAFI AND THE TWO CHIEFS OF STATE WERE AGREED ON JANUARY 18. 
Q. WHAT WILL BECOME OF YOU? 

A. AGAIN TODAY MR. BOURGUIBA OFFERED TO NAME ME HIS PERSONAL 
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THAT I HAVE DONE SO, CONSIDERING THAT IT WOULD B DIEEICU T 
EOR ME TO EXPRESS MY PERSONAL OPINIONS IN THAT POSITION. 

THUS I REMAIN AN ACTIVE PARTISAN OE HAVING THE ENGAGEMENTS 
UNDERTAKEN RESPECTED AND I AM SATISEIED WITH BEING ONE OE 
THE EIRST CITIZENS OE THE NEW UNION.STONE 
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